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Everett spends its over half a billion dollars in

annual property taxes on capital projects that could
never be used by the residents who bear those

taxes. But if a ballot measure passes in Washington
State, which is what’s happening now, voters have

the power to change that. The Legislature
introduced the idea in 2015, but the legislature’s
failed to pass it, so the 2015 legislature picked up

the cause and created an organization called
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“Taxpayers For Washington State Charitable
Campaigns,” or TCSC. They announced they would
begin gathering signatures for a ballot measure last

year, and a version of it did get on the ballot in
2018. The measure, and similar tax reform efforts
across the nation, are trying to correct what some
call “tax brackets,” or where some of the wealthy

make their biggest contribution in a given year. The
Seattle Times editorialized against it and called it

“political back-room thievery.” After the 2018
election, people in charge of the TCSC met with

representatives from the Seattle Times and other
major news organizations in the state and came up
with a compromise. It involved a gradual phase-in

over five years to include the wealthiest 10 percent
of taxpayers making over $195,000 and another 10

percent making more than $250,000 annually.
Under the plan, the wealthiest taxpayers would lose
some of their ability to give, instead spreading the

loss around to people making less. The result would
be eliminating the “tax brackets” and eliminating
their ability to fund programs that help a person
cope with extreme poverty, homelessness, and
mental health concerns. And by eliminating the

wealthiest tax-payers ability to fund those
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programs, that’s eliminating the need for the
homelessness program to even be funded, which

means they would be forced to cut the program, or
close it down. If passed, this would have a major

effect on how taxes are collected and spent in the
City of Everett. It’s already on the ballot in

Snohomish County, and a similar measure is also on
the ballot in King County that has a serious chance

of passing. Everett Mayor Erin White noted in a
guest column in the Everett Herald that the City
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